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Abstract

This paper focuses on diplomatic and commercial relations between the Kingdom of Naples
and the United States between the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. After gaining inde-
pendence, the United States sought to establish relations with European countries to which
they exported tobacco, timber, rice, indigo and other products. Among them was the King-
dom of Naples and Sicily.

Attempts to initiate contacts with the Bourbon government began in 1784, but the failure to
conclude a trade treaty in the years 1784-1785 due to the concerns of important Bourbon gov-
ernment members such as Ferdinando Galiani and John Acton, did not prevent the Kingdom
of Naples from recognizing the new State and to accredit in 1796 a consul in Naples and in the
early nineteenth century a consul in Messina and one in Palermo.

With the Napoleonic occupation the arrivals of American ships in Sicily, where Ferdinand IV
of Bourbon and Maria Carolina had taken refuge, were diminished by the tension between
the English and the Americans, to cease altogether at the outbreak of the conflict between
the two countries.

In the Kingdom of Naples, on the other hand, where Giuseppe Bonaparte first settled, then
Giacchino Murat, the American ships continued to arrive until 1809, when they were seized
by order of the King, who sold ships and cargoes. Hence the start of a long dispute between
the two countries that began on the return of the Bourbon, dragged on for about twenty years.
Through archival material found in the Italian and American archives, the authors of this pa-
per intend to reconstruct the first commercial and diplomatic contacts between the United
States and the Kingdom of Naples.
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Restoring a navy of war: the parliamentary debate in
France, 1514-1830

GAETAN OBEISSART (University of Lille (France), IRHIS laboratory)

Abstract

At the end of the First Empire, the French navy is bloodless. We discuss or even doubt its
usefulness. Do we turn our back to the sea ? No, France keeps interests. Nevertheless, there
is a paradox : on one hand, the maritime world, encouraged by the bourgeoisie and a nascent
Saint-Simonism, wishes to preserve and reinforce external economic and commercial links
; on the other hand, a questioning on the place of the armies in the nation and the state, the
emergence of a new system of values where one intends to solve problems at international
congresses or on the benches of parliaments. What place is there for the naval, both solicited
and decried ? Political actors wish to assign missions to this tool. So, a navy for what ? What
naval policy ? The Charter of 1814, experiments within this new constitutional universe make
deputies major players in the debate on the French naval policy development : they vote the
Ministry of Marine and Colonies budget. During plenary sessions in the House, during budget
discussions in particular, many talk, respond to the minister’s request for funds, comment
on the report of the Finance Committee, discuss a particular proposal. The reading of the
minutes of meetings, in particular those relating to the discussion of the finance laws, reveals
a political will of the parliamentarians as for the use of the fleet. What are the modalities of
the debate ? Which members speak ? What do we say or do not say ? What are the topics dis-
cussed ? In which areas do you want to spend money ? What naval policy do they consider for
France ? In front of them, what are the positions held by the members of the government ? It
is in this context of the French parliamentarianism beginings, of budgetary arbitration and the
questioning of the naval tool that I wish to focus on these particular actors of the debates on
the development of the French naval policy at the time of the restored Bourbons.
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each and the networks, the terms of the debate, the process of deliberation and decision-mak-
ing, the question of inheritance/modernity links, the influence of the British model, here, in a
few words, the heart of my work in this thesis.

8TH IMHA INTERNATIONAL

CONGRESS OF MARITIME HISTORY WOLD AND NEW USES OF THE OCEANS | 244



S.10. 2.

The British Fiscal-Military State and its Naval
Policy: British Power Projection in Spanish America
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Abstract

The ocean is a place not only for maritime trade, but also for war and plunder. In the 18th cen-
tury, European powers competing for colonies and markets often fought wars at sea or pro-
jected their power through the sea. In particular, in Britain, which was gradually transforming
into a ‘fiscal-military state’, maritime war was often regarded as a lucrative, effective method
of warfare. This was especially the case in wars against Spain, whose trade with its colonies
depended entirely on maritime trade. This paper examines British policy on the interception
of silver fleets and colonial conquests in Spanish America during the period of the War of Jen-
kins Ear, and reveals the economic considerations behind the policy.

The concept of the fiscal-military state proposed by Brewer in 1989 was recently reappraised
by several historians, such as Storrs, Graham and Walsh, from the perspectives of European as
well as British history. Rodger also recently proposed viewing Britain as a fiscal ‘naval’ state,
emphasising the role of the navy in Britain’s economic development. Thus, the scope of study
of the fiscal-military states has expanded considerably. However, some issues must still be
addressed. One of them is how economic consideration affected political decision-making in
the British fiscal-military state.

While the financial aspect of the fiscal-military state has been examined by historians, the
decision-making process that governed its use of naval force, and the economic consider-
ations that influenced that process have not been fully explored. Thus, researchers must
bridge the gap between political and diplomatic history and the study of the fiscal-military
state. By examining the debates over naval operations and their impacts on policymaking in
mid-18th-century Britain, this paper reveals the political and diplomatic constraints combined
with the economic concerns under which the British fiscal-military state needed to operate
when exerting its naval power.
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